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through various streets exceedingly warm. We returned
early in order to visit Fort Fisher by daylight. These
formidable defenses, which we finally captured, have given
me exceeding annoyance for several years. The War De-
partment and military, so long as Halleck controlled, had
no comprehension of the importance of capturing this place,
and by so doing cutting off Rebel supplies.

We stopped a few hours at Fortress Monroe and walked
round on the ramparts. Jeff Davis was a prisoner in one of
the casemates, but I did not see him.

June 8. The Santiago arrived at the Navy Yard, Wash-
ington, this day, shortly after meridian. My two sons,
Edgar and Tom, were awaiting our arrival and came off in
the boat to receive us. All were well.

Governor Dennison and myself called immediately on
the Presidenfand reported our return. We found him with
a delegation headed by Judge Sharkey from Mississippi,
concerning the subject of reorganizing that State. The
President was glad to receive us, and invited us, after in-
troduction, to participate in the discussion. Subsequently,
after the delegation had withdrawn, we briefly reported
the results of our observation as to the condition and senti-
ments of the people of North and South Carolina and
Georgia.

Found matters at the Department had proceeded satis-
factorily. Some matters which might have been disposed
of awaited my action.

June 9, Friday. Attended Cabinet-meeting. Mr. Seward
was present. We met in the Blue Room for his accommo-
dation. Affairs of Texas were discussed. Hamilton, who
was appointed military governor by Mr. Lincoln, is here
pressing himself for a continuance in that position. There
seemed a general disposition to acquiesce in that arrange-
ment. I remarked that I was not personally familiar with
Hamilton, but I supposed him loyal. He had been a pro-